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Sak § As remote as the Alagnak wooden posts that probabl aa pas : From its source at Kukaklek cranes, ospreys, and other 
ar ; __Unbounded by dams FO es , pti River seems to us today, ithas came fea far meal Many j j MP Dey Ki eee fa S Lake, the Alagnak twists and birds feast on many kinds of 
P he + supported human activity for items point to cold weather Ses es reece — braids through vast tundra, fish that thrive in the cold, 

Ss wie cial annels, iu " thousands of years. From the __ use: central fire pits, stone oil _ fi b hs joins with the Kvichak River, clean water. 

Sy . time of the earliest Alaskans, —_ lamps, food storage pits, and 1 PERT and ends in Bristol Bay. Its 

A me. re tif LESTE i iene ) the river has given much to stone projectile points for & niece = uppermost 69 miles are desig- | Alagnak’s waters nourish riv- 
r ES ; | those willing to learn its ways. hunting caribou. PEA a nici ‘ nated a wild river, meaning erside communities of spruce, 
2 Se OF) headwatersi nN the — —_ ; , Be Bs ee Fs Mae if val sacl free flow, no dams, and little willow, and grasses. For sub- 
& 2 3 se * * Sma ee ne et ais — = the a EME AS oe OES ie Bi, a human impact. Ee me sme ae 
vo AE . salmon. Fall brings migrati ention of the outside wor vi ries, 
i E fe aH Traretp ite OTe Re caribou herds and a harvest in 1852 when Russian Capt. narrow-gauge railroad. Can- longer live in riverside villages, A major reason for protecting blackberries, blueberries, 
3 a = e UE IATL Le! ‘ of salmonberries, blueberries, Mikhail Tebenkov, surveying nery jobs drew people from modern native people—Yupik, the wild river is its importance cranberries, fiddlehead ferns, 
ae to » and blackberries. Winter, fro- the Alaska coast, sailed up the all over the world. Commercial Alutiiq, Denaina and others— to the life cycle of Pacific wild celery, and sourdock. 
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yields fish and game for hunt- Alaska became US territory in Bristol Bay is Alaska’s largest —_ tence hunting, gathering, chum, king, silver. Salmon Right, from top: Alagnak through 
tundra; riverbank spruce forest; 


sport fishing. Left to right below: 





ers, trappers, and ice fishers. 1867, American settlers built commercial salmon fishery. fishing, and trapping. hatch in rocky shallows and 








COUTSE; 1 ‘ 4 l g Bkiap cabins and small villages along stay in freshwater lakes for Blue flag irises; brown bear; silver 

z - s The Alagnak’s upper reaches the banks. Some of the homes = Alagnak Wild River was es- Recreational pursuits like about two years, until they’re salmon; sockeye salmon; marsh 
nourishes MmOrve wild— | have sparse remains of river- _are still there, abandoned to _ tablished in 1980. In this fed- —_— sport fishing, canoeing, and large enough to journey marigolds; moose; thimbleberries. 

cman ol ich ! side camps used 7,000-9,000 the elements. erally protected area many rafting offer you the rare gift © downstream to the ocean. 
4) lace AKO vbblZ years ago. In 2004 archeolo- activities are still compatible of your own connection with —_ They spend three or so years TY HANKS; 07 
‘| gists studied a riverside village In the early 1900s two salmon __ with preserving the river cor- the wild Alagnak. in salt water, then return mid- LF INE STEVENS, 
™ ") 1,200-2,300 years old. Partial- canneries were built near the _ridor unimpaired for future summer to their freshwater 
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zi = were reinforced by sturdy 
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face “ fa 4 ‘ J f ’ cannery at mouth . it . even other fish. Brown bears 
of Alagnak, 1920s. 7) routinely fish for bright red - 
bere tonight mpese- sockeyes along the banks. The 
hide canoe; local i J 
folks trapping bea- | _ river and its bounty also draw 
ver, 1930s; young caribou, moose, beaver, foxes, 
muskrat hunter. : wolverines, minks, otters, and 


Below: Prospector "7M A INU wolves. Bald eagles, sandhill 
Elbert Sargent by | 4 
Alagnak, 1947. 





es 3 Top left: Sandhill crane. 
a Background: Alagnak means 
"making mistakes” in Yupik. 
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ever-shifting branches and braids: 
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Alagnak Wild River was established in 1980 Be Bear Aware! 
as part of the Alaska National Interest Lands ‘ , | Brown bears are active day and night, and 
Conservation Act (ANILCA), which added can be anywhere. Salmon-lovers, they are Reindeer 
47 million acres of national parklands. The especially drawn to human fishing activity. fhe 
} wild river designation includes the Alagnak’s Do not approach them. While hiking, make Kukaklek 
j : upper 69 miles to its source lakes in Katmai noise to let them know you're there. If a etd 
National Park and Preserve. bear approaches you, stay calm and stand ; 247m 
your ground or back off slowly. Store food, aie 
Accommodations and Services a cooking equipment, and trash in bear- coreoleH oD 


Alagnak is in a remote part of the Alaska resistant containers. 


Peninsula. There are no roads or scheduled 
flights to anyplace along the river. Air char- 
ters are available from Anchorage, King 
Salmon, and other points. 


Alagnak Public 
Camping Easement 


For more about safety, including firearms 
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regulations, visit the park website. Redeye J 
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More Information 
Alagnak Wild River is one of over 400 areas 


KATMAI NATIONAL PRESERVE 
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Cutbank at Estradas 
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| accommodations, sport fishing, and float giv ae 
trips. If you plan to visit on your own, con- Alagnak Wild River k 
Katmai Lodge tact the park staff in advance. c/o Katmai National Park and Preserve Alagna 
=| PO Box 7 
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aD) There are many privately owned parcels 907-246-3305 
> y and native corporation lands along the river. www.nps.gov/alag 
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